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NATIONAL YOUTH WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Youth) [2.11 pm]:  I am pleased to inform the house that 
this week is the seventh annual National Youth Week, which is a fantastic opportunity for young Western 
Australians to showcase their talents, celebrate achievements, share ideas and comment on issues of concern to 
them.  This year’s theme - Just Add You - is a call to action for people of all ages to join in and celebrate the 
creativity and vitality of young people in Western Australia.  Last Friday I officially opened National Youth 
Week at an event coordinated, in partnership, by the Office for Children and Youth and WA’s peak youth arts 
body, Propelarts.  Mr Mike Ford, Western Australia’s young member for 2006, is on the national planning group 
and was the master of ceremonies for the event, at which more than 40 young people showcased their skills in 
visual arts. 

More than 60 events have been made possible by grants provided by the state and federal governments.  More 
than half of these activities have been organised by young people in regional WA.  Although all events are listed 
on the web site at www.youthweek.com, several standout events deserve a mention, including the Shire of Halls 
Creek theatre production, which is based on the history of the town from the Dreamtime to the present; the City 
of Joondalup’s Big Picture art project, in which young people will creatively decorate large jigsaw pieces that 
together will form the “big picture” for young people; the City of Geraldton’s photographic competition, which 
involves some of Geraldton’s young people being given a disposable camera to capture images promoting youth; 
and in my own electorate of Mandurah, the city is running a week-long program of activities at the Billy Dower 
Youth Centre. 

The eighth WA Youth Awards Showcase presentation is one of the highlights of the week and will take place 
this Thursday evening at the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre.  Thirty-five finalists in six categories will 
be recognised that evening, and one of these finalists will become the Western Australian Young Person of the 
Year for 2006.  The stories behind these finalists and the work that they do reaffirms for me the commitment that 
young people make to improving the lives of others - other people, other groups and other communities. 

The WA Youth Awards also provide an opportunity to recognise and reward the media for their efforts in 
presenting a balanced view when reporting on youth issues.  The lead-up to National Youth Week has shown just 
how dedicated and committed young Western Australians are to improving the world around them.  Their 
enthusiasm for and drive to demonstrate their talents, to integrate with community members, and to have their 
voices heard and responded to is truly commendable!  I urge all members to support young people in their 
endeavours, not only during National Youth Week, but also every day of the year. 
 


